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The Term ‘Shimin Shakai (Civil Society)’ in Japan: 




This paper analyses and considers the process of changes in the meaning and 
significance of the term ‘Shimin Shakai (civil society)’ appearing in Japanese book 
titles and the titles of articles in serial publications from 1935 to 2018, primarily 
through the use of text mining techniques. ‘Title’ as used here refers to hits for the 
search term ‘civil society’ in title searches of the National Diet Library Online Public 
Access Catalog (NDLOPAC) and the National Institute of Informatics Webcat Plus. 
Book titles include the text in the table of contents and the book wrapping.1)
The effect of individual works on overall trends can be minimized by using not 
only books but also serial publications. This provides an advantage in accurately 
detecting chronological trends. As shown in [Figure 1], the number of serial 
publications was approximately three times as large as the number of books. Also, an 
extensive number of people unfamiliar with book publishing have the opportunity to 
publish in serial publications—including all kinds of experts, professionals, and 
business leaders—and this may be effective in visualizing what might be called the 
range of the discussion. 
To understand the uses of ‘civil society’ in Japanese public discourse as a 
whole, search targets were not restricted to academic books and papers. The use of the 
term ‘civil society’ in the academy, and the details of its various uses by masters of 
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social thought and sociology in particular, have already been examined in detail by 
Masao Watanabe (2009), Kenta Onodera (2015), Norimasa Watanabe (2017), and 
others. However, how ‘civil society’ is understood, how this understanding has 
changed, and what civil society is associated with have not been fully examined in the 
whole of public Japanese discourse, which includes the discourse of amateurs and 
more obscure professionals, a category which far surpasses that of the masters 
quantitatively, as well as discussions that have little relation to the academy. The one 
exception to this that I am aware of is Hiroshi Ōhata (2015), who collected and 
analysed serial publications in an extensive manner.
We may summarize Ōhata (2015) as follows. There is a significant difference 
in the discussions of the term ‘civil society’ not only in the Japanese humanities and 
social sciences but also in journalism before and after the latter part of the 1990s, a 
watershed moment when references to the term saw a sudden increase. Before the late 
1990s, the absence, deformity, and weakness of Japanese civil society were discussed. 
Even when the existence of civil society was asserted, it was treated critically either as 
being synonymous with mass society or as a third area of Japanese communal life, 









【Figure 1】Quantitative Overview of Japanese Civil Society Discussions
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which was split between the authoritarian state and the patriarchal family before the 
Second World War. In contrast, this third area, the non-democratic and pre-modern 
realm of the company or corporation, was born after the war. However, after the late 
1990s, civil society came to be discussed as representing NPOs, NGOs, and other 
kinds of voluntary organizations, or else as a generic term for all of these, whose 
existence was assumed. Behind this change was the increase in Official Development 
Assistance, the increasing activity of non-governmental organizations that 
accompanied it, and the expansion of disaster relief volunteer activities following the 
Great Hanshin Earthquake (1995). At present, discussions related to civil society that 
occur in the humanities and social sciences and in journalism include a) a standpoint 
that views this new definition of civil society in an affirmative manner, b) a standpoint 
that views the stipulation of this new civil society critically within a neoliberal context, 
and c) a standpoint that deals with the modernization and democratization of the 
Japanese companies and corporations.
This paper, while ratifying considerable validity in the summary of the 
condition of Japanese public discourse related to civil society in Ōhata (2015), will 
examine certain additional facts and contribute various additional findings.
1.2 Regarding Text mining
The amount of information available to us has increased, particularly after the 
authentic beginning of the use of the internet by the private sector at the end of the 
1980s. Accompanying this, great strides were made in the development of technology 
able to categorize a huge amount of information according to a certain standard, which 
would have been unreadable by manual means, and to filter information properly in 
response to the user’s intentions. For the Japanese language, the standard necessary to 
allow the actual application of technology to analyse the morphemes of natural 
language using a computer was achieved around the year 2000. Content analysis and 
some kinds of discourse analysis that had required sophisticated skills up until that 
point were now more easily performed than before, using inexpensive computers 
available to regular consumers and all kinds of free and paid software programs. 
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In recent years, within these natural language processing techniques, various 
methods for the analysis and consideration of text written in natural language, 
beginning with measuring the frequency of the appearance and cooccurrence of 
phrases, have come to be generically referred to as text mining. The use of these 
techniques for academic purposes is no longer rare. If we search the CiNii database of 
academic papers at the National Institute of Informatics using the search term ‘text 
mining’, following the first appearance of Japanese academic articles with a title 
containing ‘text mining’ in 1998 (6 hits), the number of hits continues to increase 
almost monotonously, with 264 hits recorded in the 2017 year (as of October 2018). 
From pioneering cases in various fields of research deeply related to sociology that 
deserve special mention, such as Kōichi Higuchi (2004) and Keisuke Saitō (2013), to 
the fact that in 2017 the Japanese Sociological Review put together a special edition on 
text mining, a trend has appeared whereby text mining has taken hold as another 
method of research.
In this paper, the text mining tool SPSS/IBM Textanalytics for Surveys has 
been used to measure how often and at what times ‘civil society’ has been referenced 
and how often it has cooccurred with other phrases of any kind using titles as the unit 
of analysis. This has been accomplished by analysing a corpus composed of 4,273 
titles (989 books and 3,284 serial publications) that appeared as hits for the search term 
‘civil society’ in title searches of the NDLOPAC and the National Institute of 
Informatics Webcat Plus.
There are a number of benefits to applying text mining to this kind of research. 
To cite only three significant points, first, the various characteristics of each time 
period, which would be difficult to detect by manual methods, can be quantitatively 
detected. Second, anyone can verify the findings of this paper by obtaining the publicly 
available data, and the process by which the findings were derived can also be verified. 
Third, by doing so the development of future research on related topics can be reliably 
contributed to. For details, please refer to Teruhito Sako (2017).
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2. Basic Facts
First, titles of books and serial publications including the phrase ‘civil society’ 
are as shown in chronological order in [Figure 1]. According to the NDLOPAC and 
Webcat Plus, the first appearance of ‘civil society’ in a book title was in 1935, and the 
first appearance in a serial publication was in 1948. The number of occurrences then 
continues to roughly increase until the early 1970s. It then begins to decrease in the 
late 1970s and decreases slightly through the 1980s. The situation clearly changes in 
the 1990s and increases particularly dramatically beginning in the late 1990s. After this 
it continues to increase through the 2000s up until the present day. The change in the 
total number of magazine and journal publications has been overlaid for comparison in 
[Figure 1].2) No correlation between changes in the total number of magazine and 
journal publications and the change in serial publication titles including ‘civil society’ 
is seen, which is to say that no strong relationship exists between the rise and fall in the 
number serial publication titles including ‘civil society’ and the rise and fall of printed 
media as a whole. The same is true of books, but to avoid redundancy this data has 
been omitted.
[Figure 2] shows around 30 of the most frequent phrases that appear in 
discussions of Japanese civil society, both in total from 1935 to 2018 and for each of 
several periods. 3)
It can be seen that many of the phrases in the higher ranks of the total ranking 
on the left side also tend to make up the higher ranks in each of the individual time 
periods. However, as can be seen in the phrases written in bold type in coloured cells, 
there are also characteristic phrases that occur only frequently during certain periods. 
Here, characteristically frequent appearance refers to phrases that appear more than 
twice overall and that, for books, appear 3.5 times more often in specific periods than 
they do overall and that, for serial publications, appear 7 times more often in specific 
periods than they do overall. These phrases appear to express the particular nature of 
the discussion regarding civil society during each time period.
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history 180 21.5 state 89 8.8 history 12 42.4 2.0 Hegel 7 20.0 3.0 
modernity 110 19.4 problem 72 8.6 modernity 9 36.4 1.9 problem 5 14.3 1.7 
state 157 16.8 law 81 8.3 state 8 27.3 1.6 Smith 4 11.4 2.2 
law 138 16.6 Japan 79 7.4 capital 7 24.2 2.4 modernity 4 11.4 1.6 
problem 146 15.7 modernity 67 7.0 spirit 7 21.2 4.0 law 4 11.4 1.4 
Japan 244 15.6 Hegel 67 6.7 France 6 21.2 2.6 economy 4 11.4 2.3 
contemporary 145 14.8 history 55 6.3 class 6 18.2 15.2 England 3 8.6 2.7 
liberty 100 14.0 Marx 59 5.5 religion 6 18.2 3.1 critique 3 8.6 2.2 
politics 150 12.1 Smith 36 5.1 science 6 18.2 2.5 thought 3 8.6 1.8 
thought 94 12.0 economy 42 4.9 England 6 18.2 1.6 history 3 8.6 1.4 
England 57 11.7 thought 48 4.8 liberty 6 18.2 1.3 genealogy 2 5.7 4.7 
economy 89 11.5 socialism 67 4.2 Germany 5 15.2 1.7 logic 2 5.7 4.0 
world 103 10.8 centre 38 4.2 problem 5 15.2 1.0 America 2 5.7 3.7 
capital 61 10.1 contemporary 58 4.0 law 5 15.2 0.9 ethics 2 5.7 2.9 
Europe 83 9.4 critique 25 3.9 ethics 4 12.1 3.3 liberty 2 5.7 2.4 
establish 35 9.0 Germany 40 3.7 genealogy 4 12.1 2.2 structure 2 5.7 2.1 
Germany 59 8.9 politics 29 3.6 human 4 12.1 1.6 education 2 5.7 1.8 
France 40 8.2 inquiry 25 3.5 establish 4 12.1 1.4 philosophy 2 5.7 1.7 
philosophy 51 7.9 philosophy 30 3.4 world 4 12.1 1.1 inquiry 2 5.7 1.6 
human 54 7.7 new 33 3.3 contemporary 4 12.1 0.8 
education 78 7.7 England 16 3.2 
issue 117 7.6 concept 37 3.1 
democracy 109 7.4 global 39 3.1 
Marx 43 7.4 education 26 3.1 
theory 69 7.3 structure 44 2.8 
new 124 7.2 human 32 2.7 
science 46 7.1 present 41 2.4 
culture 89 6.7 liberty 27 2.4 
labour 51 6.7 issue 35 2.3 
critique 50 6.5 establish 28 2.3 
























modernity 10 31.3 1.6 Hegel 7 20.0 3.0 liberty 9 32.1 2.3 Hegel 5 18.5 2.8 
history 8 25.0 1.2 problem 5 14.3 1.7 modernity 9 32.1 1.7 state 5 18.5 2.1 
liberty 7 21.9 1.6 Smith 4 11.4 2.2 law 8 28.6 1.7 England 4 14.8 4.6 
state 7 21.9 1.3 modernity 4 11.4 1.6 labour 7 25.0 3.8 centre 4 14.8 3.6 
genealogy 6 18.8 3.4 law 4 11.4 1.4 economy 7 25.0 2.2 Marx 4 14.8 2.7 
labour 5 15.6 2.3 economy 4 11.4 2.3 history 6 21.4 1.0 law 4 14.8 1.8 
education 5 15.6 2.0 England 3 8.6 2.7 Hegel 5 17.9 3.4 problem 4 14.8 1.7 
France 5 15.6 1.9 critique 3 8.6 2.2 problem 5 17.9 1.1 eating 3 11.1 7.9 
establish 5 15.6 1.7 thought 3 8.6 1.8 state 4 17.9 1.1 transition 2 7.4 15.0 
England 5 15.6 1.3 history 3 8.6 1.4 concept 4 14.3 2.6 newspaper 2 7.4 15.0 
crisis 4 12.5 3.3 genealogy 2 5.7 4.7 Smith 4 14.3 2.3 phenomena 2 7.4 11.4 
Smith 4 12.5 2.0 logic 2 5.7 4.0 structure 4 14.3 2.3 India 2 7.4 9.1 
science 4 12.5 1.8 America 2 5.7 3.7 education 4 14.3 1.9 character 2 7.4 6.4 
Germany 4 12.5 1.4 ethics 2 5.7 2.9 human 4 14.3 1.8 crime 2 7.4 5.8 
capital 4 12.5 1.2 liberty 2 5.7 2.4 philosophy 4 14.3 1.8 era 2 7.4 5.3 
contemporary 4 12.5 0.8 structure 2 5.7 2.1 Germany 4 14.3 1.6 relation 2 7.4 3.5 
law 4 12.5 0.8 education 2 5.7 1.8 establish 4 14.3 1.6 inquiry 2 7.4 2.1 
reality 3 9.4 2.6 philosophy 2 5.7 1.7 Europe 4 14.3 1.5 economy 2 7.4 1.5 
Japan 3 9.4 1.8 inquiry 2 5.7 1.6 capital 4 14.3 1.4 modernity 2 7.4 1.1 
international 3 9.4 1.8 world 4 14.3 1.3 Japan 2 7.4 1.0 
Hegel 3 9.4 1.7 thought 4 14.3 1.2 
philosophy 3 9.4 1.6 politics 4 14.3 1.2 
family 3 9.4 1.6 contemporary 4 14.3 1.0 
development 3 9.4 1.6 
human 3 9.4 1.5 
reality 3 9.4 1.2 
research 3 9.4 1.2 
formation 3 9.4 0.8 
concept 3 9.4 0.8 
economy 3 9.4 1.2 
thought 3 9.4 0.8 
reconstruction 3 9.4 0.8 
【Figure 2】 Most Frequently Appeared Words in Japanese Civil Society 
Discussion (1)
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Europe 6 31.6 3.4 Marx 9 16.7 3.1 establish 7 22.6 2.5 socialism 45 21.7 5.2 
liberty 6 31.6 2.3 state 9 16.7 1.9 Japan 7 22.6 1.5 problem 36 17.4 2.0 
law 6 31.6 1.9 pollution 7 13.0 11.9 England 6 19.4 1.7 Marx 24 11.6 2.1 
modernity 6 31.6 1.6 modernity 7 13.0 1.8 history 6 19.4 0.9 state 19 9.2 1.0 
establish 5 26.3 2.9 spread 6 11.1 6.0 Marx 5 16.1 2.2 contemporary 18 8.7 2.2 
world 5 26.3 2.4 Hegel 5 9.3 1.4 world 5 16.1 1.5 thought 18 8.7 1.8 
economy 5 26.3 2.3 problem 5 9.3 1.1 socialism 4 12.9 2.9 Smith 18 8.7 1.7 
England 5 26.3 2.2 centre 4 7.4 1.8 critique 4 12.9 2.0 history 18 8.7 1.4 
history 5 26.3 1.2 Japan 4 7.4 1.0 thought 4 12.9 1.1 human 16 7.7 2.8 
context 4 21.1 5.0 relation 3 5.6 2.6 individual 3 9.7 4.1 economy 16 7.7 1.6 
socialism 4 21.1 4.7 establish 3 5.6 2.5 why 3 9.7 3.8 modernity 15 7.2 1.0 
structure 4 21.1 3.3 England 3 5.6 1.7 centre 3 9.7 2.0 community 13 6.3 3.8 
human 4 21.1 2.7 Germany 3 5.6 1.5 genealogy 3 9.7 1.7 collectivity 10 4.8 6.6 
thought 4 21.1 1.8 contemporary 3 5.6 1.4 development 3 9.7 1.7 Japan 10 4.8 0.7 
politics 4 21.1 1.7 thought 3 5.6 1.2 sociology 3 9.7 1.7 spread 9 4.3 2.3 
Japan 4 21.1 1.4 history 3 5.6 0.9 social 3 9.7 1.6 Hegel 9 4.3 0.6 
problem 4 21.1 1.3 law 3 5.6 0.7 Smith 3 9.7 1.6 capital 8 3.9 2.2 
prospect 3 15.8 3.3 mass society 2 3.7 15.0 spread 3 9.7 1.5 money 7 3.4 7.2 
Hegel 3 15.8 3.0 money 2 3.7 7.8 science 3 9.7 1.4 Hirata 7 3.4 4.8 
sociology 3 15.8 2.7 religion 2 3.7 4.4 democracy 3 9.7 1.3 pollution 7 3.4 3.1 
social 3 15.8 2.7 environment 2 3.7 3.9 human 3 9.7 1.2 Europe 7 3.4 2.2 
religion 3 15.8 2.7 crime 2 3.7 2.9 Europe 3 9.7 1.0 concept 7 3.4 1.1 
spread 3 15.8 2.5 era 2 3.7 2.6 contemporary 3 9.7 0.7 centre 7 3.4 0.8 
science 3 15.8 2.2 eating 2 3.7 2.6 problem 3 9.7 0.6 theory 6 2.9 1.6 
theory 3 15.8 2.2 capital 2 3.7 2.1 modernity 3 9.7 0.5 establish 6 2.9 1.3 
democracy 3 15.8 2.1 urban 2 3.7 2.0 philosophy 6 2.9 0.9 
philosophy 3 15.8 2.0 concept 2 3.7 1.2 Locke 5 2.4 2.3 
France 3 15.8 1.9 economy 2 3.7 0.7 education 5 2.4 0.8 
Germany 3 15.8 1.8 Germany 5 2.4 0.6 
contemporary 3 15.8 1.1 law 5 2.4 0.3 
state 3 15.8 0.9 
























history 12 23.5 1.1 socialism 58 20.9 4.9 contemporary 11 25.0 1.7 Hegel 26 13.8 2.0 
contemporary 11 21.6 1.5 problem 35 12.6 1.5 history 9 20.5 1.0 Japan 26 13.8 1.9 
England 10 19.6 1.7 Japan 31 11.2 1.5 England 8 18.2 1.6 centre 21 11.1 2.7 
modernity 8 15.7 0.8 Marx 29 10.4 1.9 modernity 8 18.2 0.9 Marx 18 9.5 1.7 
Smith 7 13.7 2.2 contemporary 25 9.0 2.2 thought 7 15.9 1.3 modernity 18 9.5 1.4 
establish 6 11.8 1.3 Smith 23 8.3 1.6 law 7 15.9 1.0 state 18 9.5 1.1 
thought 6 11.8 1.0 history 22 7.9 1.3 Smith 6 13.6 2.2 Lockheed 14 7.4 8.9 
Japan 6 11.8 0.8 Hegel 21 7.6 1.1 sociology 5 11.4 2.0 Germany 14 7.4 2.0 
law 6 11.8 0.7 state 21 7.6 0.9 formation 5 11.4 1.8 contemporary 14 7.4 1.8 
critique 5 9.8 1.5 economy 20 7.2 1.5 economy 5 11.4 1.0 socialism 14 7.4 1.8 
Marx 5 9.8 1.3 community 19 6.8 4.1 Marx 4 9.1 1.2 critique 13 6.9 1.8 
problem 5 9.8 0.6 thought 19 6.8 1.4 establish 4 9.1 1.0 economy 13 6.9 1.4 
research 4 7.8 1.5 human 18 6.5 2.4 state 4 9.1 0.5 history 13 6.3 1.0 
America 4 7.8 1.4 centre 18 6.5 1.6 life 3 6.8 1.4 philosophy 12 5.8 1.7 
sociology 4 7.8 1.4 Lockheed 14 5.0 6.1 centre 3 6.8 1.4 theory 11 5.3 2.8 
formation 4 7.8 1.2 concept 14 5.0 1.6 research 3 6.8 1.3 formation 10 5.3 2.7 
spread 4 7.8 1.2 modernity 14 5.0 0.7 America 3 6.8 1.3 structure 10 5.3 1.9 
economy 4 7.8 0.7 philosophy 13 4.7 1.4 critique 3 6.8 1.1 concept 10 5.3 1.7 
method 3 5.9 1.9 critique 13 4.7 1.2 culture 3 6.8 1.0 thought 10 5.3 1.1 
logic 3 5.9 1.6 structure 12 4.3 1.6 theory 3 6.8 0.9 law 10 5.3 0.6 
crisis 3 5.9 1.5 collectivity 11 4.0 5.4 philosophy 3 6.8 0.9 politics 8 4.2 1.2 
life 3 5.9 1.2 formation 11 4.0 2.0 politics 3 6.8 0.6 Smith 8 4.2 0.8 
centre 3 5.9 1.2 capital 10 3.6 2.1 Japan 3 6.8 0.4 political party 7 3.7 4.2 
concept 3 5.9 1.1 theory 10 3.6 1.9 proposal 2 4.5 3.7 Locke 7 3.7 3.6 
social 3 5.9 1.0 Europe 9 3.2 2.1 method 2 4.5 1.5 community 7 3.7 2.2 
culture 3 5.9 0.9 education 9 3.2 1.0 reality 2 4.5 1.3 human 7 3.7 1.4 
theory 3 5.9 0.8 Germany 9 3.2 0.9 logic 2 4.5 1.2 new 7 3.7 1.1 
education 3 5.9 0.8 Locke 8 2.9 2.8 crisis 2 4.5 1.2 family 6 3.2 4.8 
philosophy 3 5.9 0.7 inquiry 2 4.5 0.9 capital 6 3.2 1.8 
world 3 5.9 0.5 concept 2 4.5 0.8 establish 6 3.2 1.4 
spread 2 4.5 0.7 liberty 6 3.2 1.3 
education 2 4.5 0.6 education 6 3.2 1.0 
France 2 4.5 0.6 
Germany 2 4.5 0.5 
【Figure 2】 Most Frequently Appeared Words in Japanese Civil Society 
Discussion (2)
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state 9 19.6 1.2 modernity 21 13.2 1.9 problem 14 21.5 1.4 state 19 10.4 1.2 
modernity 7 15.2 0.8 state 21 13.2 1.5 law 13 20.0 1.2 modernity 16 8.8 1.2 
economy 6 13.0 1.1 Hegel 17 10.7 1.6 state 13 20.0 1.2 history 14 7.7 1.2 
thought 6 13.0 1.1 history 15 9.4 1.5 modernity 13 20.0 1.0 establish 13 7.1 3.2 
politics 6 13.0 1.1 Germany 14 8.8 2.4 economy 12 18.5 1.6 present 13 7.1 2.9 
contemporary 6 13.0 0.9 thought 12 7.5 1.6 liberty 11 16.9 1.2 Germany 13 7.1 1.9 
present 5 10.9 1.8 politics 11 6.9 1.9 present 10 15.4 2.5 Hegel 12 6.6 1.0 
critique 5 10.9 1.7 Marx 11 6.9 1.3 Marx 10 15.4 2.1 company 11 6.0 3.0 
labour 5 10.9 1.6 liberty 9 5.7 2.4 contemporary 10 15.4 1.0 thought 10 5.5 1.2 
Marx 5 10.9 1.5 inquiry 9 5.7 1.6 labour 9 13.8 2.1 Japan 10 5.5 0.7 
problem 5 10.9 0.7 law 9 5.7 0.7 politics 9 13.8 1.1 politics 9 4.9 1.4 
sociology 4 8.7 1.5 establish 8 5.0 2.2 critique 8 12.3 1.9 socialism 9 4.9 1.2 
formation 4 8.7 1.4 human 8 5.0 1.8 thought 8 12.3 1.0 law 9 4.9 0.6 
new 4 8.7 1.2 centre 8 5.0 1.2 self government 7 10.8 3.7 culture 8 4.4 4.8 
philosophy 4 8.7 1.1 economy 8 5.0 1.0 issue 7 10.8 1.4 potential 8 4.4 2.9 
Germany 4 8.7 1.0 Gramsci 7 4.4 3.6 England 7 10.8 0.9 urban 8 4.4 2.4 
capital 4 8.7 0.9 theory 7 4.4 2.4 Japan 7 10.8 0.7 problem 8 4.4 0.5 
England 4 8.7 0.7 present 7 4.4 1.8 movement 6 9.2 2.2 Gramsci 7 3.8 3.2 
Japan 4 8.7 0.6 critique 7 4.4 1.1 post war 6 9.2 2.0 Europe 7 3.8 2.5 
law 4 8.7 0.5 socialism 7 4.4 1.0 philosophy 6 9.2 1.2 world 7 3.8 2.1 
urban 6 3.8 2.0 Germany 6 9.2 1.0 global 7 3.8 1.2 
contemporary 6 3.8 0.9 Europe 6 9.2 1.0 inquiry 7 3.8 1.1 
problem 6 3.8 0.4 capital 6 9.2 0.9 UN 6 3.3 4.8 
concept 5 3.1 1.0 history 6 9.2 0.4 social 6 3.3 3.2 
philosophy 5 3.1 0.9 liberty 6 3.3 1.4 
family 4 2.5 3.8 human 6 3.3 1.2 
nation 4 2.5 3.6 maturity 5 2.7 3.6 
religion 4 2.5 3.0 France 5 2.7 3.1 
France 4 2.5 2.8 America 5 2.7 1.8 
research 4 2.5 2.8 education 5 2.7 0.9 
Locke 4 2.5 2.4 concept 5 2.7 0.9 
public 4 2.5 1.7 new 5 2.7 0.8 
Marx 5 2.7 0.5 
























law 27 25.5 1.5 law 56 11.7 1.4 Japan 72 25.0 1.6 global 114 10.4 3.4 
problem 25 23.6 1.5 Japan 47 9.8 1.3 history 50 18.1 0.8 state 114 10.4 1.2 
present 20 17.9 2.9 state 47 9.8 1.1 global 48 17.4 3.3 new 109 10.0 3.1 
Japan 19 17.0 1.1 global 41 8.6 2.8 new 46 16.7 2.3 Japan 103 9.4 1.3 
modernity 17 16.0 0.8 company 38 7.9 3.9 problem 46 16.7 1.1 law 89 8.2 1.0 
liberty 16 15.1 1.1 present 33 6.9 2.8 law 46 16.7 1.0 NPO 85 7.8 3.8 
state 16 15.1 0.9 volunteer 30 6.3 6.4 state 43 15.6 0.9 issue 69 6.3 2.7 
history 16 15.1 0.7 issue 30 6.3 2.7 politics 40 14.5 1.2 international 62 5.7 3.0 
new 15 14.2 2.0 problem 29 6.1 0.7 contemporary 39 14.1 1.0 aim at 59 5.4 4.8 
world 14 13.2 1.2 structure 28 5.8 2.1 issue 38 13.8 1.8 contemporary 59 5.4 1.3 
economy 14 13.2 1.1 network 27 5.6 6.7 present 37 13.4 2.2 21st Century 56 5.1 4.4 
contemporary 14 13.2 0.9 contemporary 27 5.6 1.4 democracy 37 13.4 1.8 problem 53 4.9 0.6 
politics 13 12.3 1.0 lifelong learning 26 5.4 7.3 world 35 12.7 1.2 role 52 4.8 2.6 
thought 12 11.3 0.9 new 26 5.4 1.7 21st Century 34 12.3 4.0 potential 51 4.7 3.1 
21st Century 11 10.4 3.4 modernity 22 4.6 0.7 era 32 11.6 3.4 present 50 4.6 1.9 
theory 11 10.4 1.4 NPO 20 4.2 2.0 modernity 31 11.2 0.6 NGO 48 4.4 3.7 
democracy 11 10.4 1.4 Hegel 18 3.8 0.6 region 30 10.9 2.5 company 45 4.1 2.0 
issue 11 10.4 1.4 crime 17 3.5 2.8 international 27 9.4 1.6 volunteer 44 4.0 4.1 
company 10 9.4 1.9 concept 17 3.5 1.1 economy 27 9.4 0.8 public 43 3.9 2.7 
culture 9 8.5 1.3 Aum 16 3.3 10.1 thought 27 9.4 0.8 network 42 3.8 4.5 
Marx 9 8.5 1.1 bank 15 3.1 10.4 turn towards 26 8.7 3.5 turn towards 41 3.8 3.0 
NPO 8 7.5 3.0 evil 15 3.1 9.5 NPO 24 8.7 3.5 modernity 41 3.8 0.5 
era 8 7.5 2.2 verification 15 3.1 7.3 spread 24 8.7 1.4 education 38 3.5 1.1 
research 8 7.5 1.4 security 15 3.1 4.6 Asia 23 8.3 2.1 history 38 3.5 0.6 
sociology 8 7.5 1.3 culture 15 3.1 3.4 culture 23 8.3 1.2 politics 37 3.4 1.0 
social 8 7.5 1.3 policy 15 3.1 2.7 theory 23 8.3 1.1 security 35 3.2 5.1 
formation 8 7.5 1.2 potential 15 3.1 2.1 potential 22 8.0 3.5 democracy 35 3.2 2.2 
Europe 8 7.5 0.8 liberty 15 3.1 1.3 create 22 8.0 3.5 structure 34 3.1 1.1 
education 15 3.1 1.0 concept 34 3.1 1.0 
Germany 15 3.1 0.8 
【Figure 2】 Most Frequently Appeared Words in Japanese Civil Society 
Discussion (3)
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Japan 116 27.4 1.8 Japan 148 10.8 1.5 Japan 136 28.8 1.8 Japan 174 14.3 1.9 
global 82 20.6 3.9 new 146 10.5 3.2 global 82 17.9 3.4 law 105 8.5 1.0 
history 67 16.8 0.8 state 144 10.4 1.2 politics 78 17.0 1.4 state 103 8.3 0.9 
state 65 16.6 1.0 global 122 8.8 2.8 history 78 17.0 0.8 Asia 96 7.8 4.4 
issue 60 15.1 2.0 NPO 104 7.5 3.7 contemporary 72 15.7 1.1 new 85 6.9 2.1 
politics 58 14.8 1.2 law 89 6.4 0.8 state 71 15.5 0.9 role 80 6.5 3.5 
new 58 14.6 2.0 21st Century 85 6.1 5.3 issue 66 14.4 1.9 global 74 6.0 1.9 
contemporary 54 13.8 0.9 international 79 5.7 3.0 new 64 13.9 1.9 politics 73 5.9 1.7 
democracy 53 13.3 1.8 public 76 5.5 3.8 problem 60 13.1 0.8 international 61 4.9 2.6 
region 51 12.8 3.0 role 73 5.3 2.9 international 58 12.6 2.2 NPO 60 4.9 2.4 
problem 51 12.8 0.8 contemporary 68 4.9 1.2 present 57 12.4 2.0 education 60 4.9 1.6 
world 47 11.8 1.1 issue 66 4.8 2.0 region 56 12.2 2.8 region 59 4.8 3.2 
law 47 11.8 0.7 Asia 65 4.7 2.6 democracy 55 12.0 1.6 issue 58 4.7 2.0 
international 46 11.6 2.0 democracy 64 4.6 3.1 world 54 11.8 1.1 contemporary 55 4.5 1.1 
present 45 11.3 1.8 politics 64 4.6 1.3 law 53 11.5 0.7 think 53 4.3 3.5 
culture 42 10.1 1.5 seek 61 4.4 3.9 culture 51 10.9 1.6 democracy 53 4.3 2.9 
21st Century 40 9.5 3.1 NGO 59 4.3 3.6 movement 50 10.0 2.3 world 53 4.3 2.3 
turn towards 38 9.3 3.7 world 57 4.1 2.2 Asia 46 9.8 2.5 public 51 4.1 2.9 
role 38 9.3 3.1 potential 56 4.0 2.7 create 44 9.6 4.2 governance 50 4.0 4.7 
Asia 38 9.3 2.3 turn towards 55 4.0 3.2 policy 43 9.4 1.9 social organisation 45 3.6 5.5 
era 36 9.0 2.7 think 54 3.9 3.2 governance 39 8.5 4.3 company 44 3.6 1.8 
create 35 8.8 3.8 education 53 3.8 1.2 company 39 8.5 1.7 Korea 43 3.5 3.3 
Europe 34 8.5 0.9 governance 52 3.7 4.3 liberty 39 8.5 0.6 market 42 3.4 6.7 
economy 34 8.5 0.7 region 50 3.6 2.4 NGO 38 8.3 3.8 21st Century 42 3.4 2.9 
governance 33 8.3 4.2 aim at 46 3.3 3.7 relation 38 8.3 1.6 NGO 42 3.4 2.9 
NGO 33 8.3 3.8 inquiry 46 3.3 0.9 Europe 38 8.3 0.9 Germany 42 3.4 0.9 
potential 33 8.3 3.7 public 45 3.2 4.2 thought 38 8.3 0.7 East Asia 41 3.3 5.2 
movement 33 8.3 1.9 history 45 3.2 0.5 education 36 7.8 1.0 China 40 3.2 2.6 
America 33 8.3 1.5 problem 45 3.2 0.4 Korea 35 7.6 4.0 present 40 3.2 1.3 
spread 33 8.3 1.3 create 44 3.2 3.4 turn towards 34 7.4 3.0 history 39 3.2 0.5 
company 44 3.2 1.6 












Japan 89 26.9 1.7 Japan 126 14.4 2.0 
politics 64 19.8 1.6 law 85 9.7 1.2 
history 61 18.9 0.9 Asia 71 8.1 4.5 
contemporary 51 15.8 1.1 role 68 7.8 4.2 
global 50 15.5 3.0 global 62 7.1 2.3 
state 50 15.5 0.9 consumption 59 6.7 3.9 
problem 49 15.2 1.0 international 54 6.2 3.2 
new 45 13.9 1.9 politics 54 6.2 1.7 
liberty 43 13.3 1.0 region 52 5.9 3.9 
law 41 12.7 0.8 education 52 5.9 1.9 
issue 40 12.1 1.6 state 51 5.8 0.7 
democracy 39 11.8 1.6 issue 45 5.1 2.2 
region 38 11.5 2.6 democracy 43 4.9 3.3 
relation 37 11.1 2.2 Korea 41 4.7 4.4 
international 37 11.1 1.9 new 41 4.7 1.4 
present 36 10.8 1.8 history 39 4.5 0.7 
policy 35 10.5 2.2 social organisation 37 4.2 6.4 
Asia 34 10.2 2.6 turn towards 37 4.2 3.4 
movement 32 9.9 2.3 potential 36 4.1 2.7 
culture 32 9.9 1.5 company 35 4.0 2.0 
thought 30 9.3 0.8 modernity 34 3.9 0.6 
America 29 9.0 1.7 East Asia 33 3.8 5.9 
Europe 29 9.0 1.0 China 33 3.8 3.1 
world 29 9.0 0.8 present 33 3.8 1.5 
China 28 8.7 3.8 initiative 32 3.7 8.3 
education 28 8.7 1.1 earthquake 32 3.7 5.8 
create 26 8.0 3.5 peace 32 3.7 3.8 
modernity 26 8.0 0.4 NPO 32 3.7 1.8 
era 24 7.4 2.2 problem 32 3.7 0.4 
formation 31 3.5 1.8 
【Figure 2】 Most Frequently Appeared Words in Japanese Civil Society 
Discussion (4)
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Phrases that are highly ranked overall show comparatively little deviation 
during individual time periods, that is, combinations of phrases that appear constantly 
are unlikely to change regardless of the passage of time and are thought to represent 
significant topics in the discussion of civil society. While the data suggest a variety of 
possible connections, in order to verify the discussion contained in Ōhata (2015) this 
paper focuses on “Western Thought” If we extract titles that include the names of 
countries such as ‘England’, ‘Germany’, and ‘America’, and the names of Westerners 
such as ‘Marx’, ‘Smith’, and ‘Ferguson’, we find that “Western Thought” appears in 
372 books (about 37.6% of the total 989 titles) and 785 serial publications (about 
23.9% of 3,284 titles). This is a fairly considerable share of the total.
Searching for the location of large subjects in the discussion of civil society we 
find that, aside from “Western Thought”, ‘present day’, ‘history’, ‘modern’, ‘era’, etc., 
references to subjects related to “history” also stand out. Additionally, references to the 
various basic “systems” of social life, such as ‘the state’, ‘law’, ‘politics’, ‘economics’, 
and ‘education’ can be seen. In this way, the ability of the analyst to select and 
summarize parts or aspects of the data from a range of potential analysis targets based 
on a specific intention is clearly a benefit of text mining, rather than a defect.4)
An outline of groups of phrases that appear particularly frequently during 
specific periods is as follows.
The period from the 1930s to the early 1950s saw the unusually frequent 
appearance of the terms ‘spirit’ and ‘class.’ For several years before and after the year 
1960, ‘India’, ‘food’, ‘migration’, ‘newspaper’, and ‘phenomenon’ frequently appear. 
In the 1960s, ‘pollution’, ‘mass society’, ‘currency’, ‘individual’, ‘why’, and 
‘development’ frequently appear. In the 1970s, ‘proposal’, and ‘Lockheed’ frequently 
appear. In the 1980s, ‘autonomy’ frequently appears. In the 1990s, ‘aim at’, ‘Aum’, 
‘bank’, ‘21st century’, ‘turn towards’, ‘non-profit’, ‘possibility’, and ‘create’ frequently 
appear. In the 2000s, ‘global’, ‘turn towards’, ‘create’, ‘governance’, ‘NGO’, 
‘possibility’, and ‘South Korea’ frequently appear. In the 2010s, ‘create’, ‘initiative’, 
and ‘China’ frequently appeared. These will be closely examined in Section 4.
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3. The Content of “Western Thoughts”
Here, “Western Thought”, an important subject in discussions of civil society, 
will be examined.
3.1 An Outline of “Western Thought”
Books with titles that include “Western Thought” occur 372 times (about 
37.6% of a total of 989) and serial publications with such titles occur 785 times (about 
23.9% of a total of 3,284). [Figure 3] shows a comparison of the number of “Western 
Thought” titles in each time period in comparison to the total number of titles that 
discuss civil society. The number in the brackets represents the number of titles 
including “Western Thought”. It can be seen that, as the total number of titles that 
discuss civil society increases, although the share of these titles that include “Western 
Thought” decreases, the number itself continues to increase.
[Figure 4] shows the number of appearances of names that appear frequently in 
titles that include “Western Thought”, both as a total and by period. (This number 
represents the sum of books and serial publications. Names with less than three total 
occurrences have been excluded.) ‘Marx’, ‘Hegel’, ‘Smith’, ‘Gramsci’, and ‘Locke’ 
appear during many periods and also have a high total number of appearances. 
The change in the frequency of appearance for these names by period is 
roughly as follows. ‘Marx’ has a large number of appearances in the 1970s, and 
thereafter generally continues to decrease in a smooth manner. ‘Hegel’ moves in 
roughly the same way that ‘Marx’ does. ‘Smith’ appears frequently before either of 
these two, in the 1940s, and follows a 
similar path by hitting an apex in the 
1970s and tending to decrease thereafter. 
‘Locke’ appears frequently in the 1970s 
and 1980s. ‘Gramsci’ appears in the 
1960s. Although ‘Gramsci’ appears less 
frequently than any of the other four 
1935-49 1950s 1960s 1970s
Books 15(9) 32(15) 19(12) 51(28)
Articles 8(7) 42(26) 54(24) 278(117)
1980s 1990s 2000s 2010-17
Books 46(20) 106(45) 396(133) 323(110)
Articles 159(88) 479(104) 1388(275) 876(147)
【Figure 3】Quantitative Trends of 
“Western Thoughts”
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preceding names during almost all periods, in 2010 appearances of ‘Gramsci’ exceed 
appearances of ‘Marx’.
The relationships between ‘Marx’, ‘Hegel’, ‘Smith’, ‘Locke’, and ‘Gramsci’ 
make up the main portion of academic research on social philosophy and the social 
history of ideas in discourse on civil society in Japan that accumulated before the 
1990s. Accordingly, a prudent method of further investigating “Western Thought” 
would be to summarize previous findings and support such summaries through the use 
of text mining.
3.2 The Special Marxist Civil Society 
It is well-known today that from ancient times up until the recent past the Latin 
term ‘societas civilis’ referred entirely to the institutions of the political regime 
(Riedel, Manfred 1975-1990) (Jürgen Kocka 2002). However, the 20th century 
Japanese academic term ‘civil society’ was instead the concept of a group composed of 
people that differs from political institutions and is sometimes able to oppose such 
regimes (Tomonaga Tairako 1998) (Kunihiko Uemura 2010). In particular it referred to 
the new economic, political, and cultural power of the monied or capitalist class under 
industrial capitalism. Furthermore, in 20th century discussions of civil society in Japan, 
Total 1935-49 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010-18
Marx 126 1 3 11 34 16 19 28 14
Hegel 124 12 8 23 18 25 23 15
Smith 74 3 7 1 31 6 8 10 8
Gramsci 62 1 2 8 6 25 20
Locke 24 1 3 9 5 2 3 1
Weber 14 1 1 4 2 1 2 3
Mill 12 1 3 1 1 3 3
Hume 10 4 1 2 2 1
3429uaessuoR
3519samrebreH
Kant 8 1 2 3 2
Ferguson 4 1 1 1 1




【Figure 4】Quantitative Trends of Westerner's Names
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this was interpreted as a universal and fundamental property of modern society that 
originated in the social thought of 17th century England.
The fifth most common name that appears in titles that include “Western 
Thought”, John Locke, who provided a main starting point for early modern English 
social thought, in fact recognized the importance of a monied citizenry and a 
corresponding ethos to the degree that he recognized a right to overthrow the 
government. However, as can be immediately understood from reading Locke’s work, 
he was faithful to tradition in his use of language. As can be clearly seen in the title of 
the 7th chapter of his Second Treatise on Civil Government, ‘Of Political or Civil 
Society’ (Locke [1689]1970:336), for Locke civil society is political society, that is, 
equivalent to a situation in which a government that safeguards people’s private 
property.
The third most common name that appears in titles that include “Western 
Thought”, Adam Smith, proposed the concept of a unique order to people’s economic 
activities separate from political control. However, as becomes clear from a review of 
his works, Smith was more conservative than Locke in his use of language. In The 
Wealth of Nations, the phrase ‘civil society’ is used only once and in a way that makes 
it unclear as to what it is referring to (Smith [1776] 1986: vol2. 399).5)
In short, in examining the use of language, it must be said that the 20th century 
Japanese academic term ‘civil society’ not only differs from the Latin ‘societas civilis’, 
but is also substantially different from ‘civil society’ as used in the social thought of 
17th and 18th century England. However, there was little awareness of this fact for a 
long time in 20th century discussions of civil society in Japan. This is because these 
two uses were mediated by 19th century German thought.
The introduction to Shōsaku Sugama’s 1949 translation of Karl Marx’s A 
Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, the first Japanese translation of the 
popular edition (Volksausgabe), proceeds as follows.
The first work I completed was a critical examination of Hegel’s Philosophy of 
Law, … I was led to conclude that forms of state as well as various legal 
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relations … are rooted in the material conditions of life—summed up by Hegel 
under the name “civil society (bürgerliche Gesellschaft)” following the 
precedent of 18th century England—and that an anatomy of that civil society is 
to be sought in economics.
 (Marx [1859] 1934=1949:5. Parenthesis mine.) 
As Marx states in this quotation, G.W.F. Hegel had, in his Philosophy of Law, 
proposed the concept of civil society as a “system of desire” interwoven by a monied 
citizenry pursuing personal gain. This is right (Hegel [1821] 1974-2000: 365-376). 
However, Marx does not mention that Part 2 of Book 3 of the Philosophy of Law, 
‘Civil Society (Die bürgerliche Gesellschaft)’ refers to civil society as not only a 
“system of desire” but also as polizei (internal administration) and corporation 
(various organizations with the right to self-governance). Furthermore, Marx 
doubtfully expresses that Hegel’s usage of the phrase ‘civil society’ follows its usage 
by the English thinkers.
The starting point for discussions of civil society in Japan, that is, the concept 
of civil society as a rising class that aims to become an economic, political, and 
cultural force and to control politics, begins by following this Marx’s unique theory, 
and is obtained as a result of interpreting the works of Hegel, Smith, and Locke 
retroactively within that framework. If this were not the case, then there would no 
reason for the phrase ‘civil society’ to be referenced by Japanese intellectuals in 
relation to Locke and Smith.
Afterwards, as the form of Japanese society solidified after the Second World 
War, the need to conceal this stance weakened. In Japanese discussions of civil society 
from the 1950s onward, appearances of ‘Hegel’ and ‘Marx’ gradually increased. After 
this, up until the end of the 1960s, as can be seen in [Figure 2], ‘Hegel’ and ‘Marx’ 
dominated the discussion of civil society in Japan.
This particularly-Marxist conception of civil society includes a number of 
theoretical and concept-historical problems if looked back upon from the present day, 
but the significance it bestowed upon post-war Japan should not be underestimated.
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According to those Japanese intellectuals who advocate the Proletariat 
Revolution, a new middle class or civil society would naturally be produced along with 
the development of industrial capitalism even in Japan. However, this civil society 
should parasitize capitalism, craving immoral profits throughout and should not be 
expected to develop an ethos that involves resistance to the present political regime. 
The movements of this middle class should always be watched in aiming for the 
Proletariat Revolution. This may be called a realist interpretation of a Marxist 
conception of civil society that depends on Hegel’s “system of desire”.
To the degree that industrialisation proceeded in post-war Japan, wage workers 
came to numerically overwhelm landholders and capitalists, making the Proletariat 
Revolution more than a pipe dream. This possibility, as can clearly be seen in the trend 
towards ‘socialism’ in [Figure 2], became strongest in the late 1960s.
However, according to those who support liberalism and social democracy and 
demand the preservation of industrial capitalism, the middle class, which obtains 
material wealth and stability under industrial capitalism, can also simultaneously 
obtain advanced forms of knowledge. They may in turn become a civil society that 
prevents the reckless acts of political authority and provides enlightened guidance to 
the Proletariat as a social class. This may be called an idealistic interpretation of a 
Marxist conception of civil society that depends on Locke and Smith. This can also be 
seen in the trend towards ‘Smith’ and ‘Locke’ in [Figure 2] and [Figure 4].
3.3 Kiyoaki Hirata 
The appearance in [Figure 2] in the late 1960s of ‘Kiyoaki Hirata’, ‘criticism’, 
‘socialism’, and ‘currency’ have a clear and close relationship with one another. This is 
‘Socialism and Civil Society’, published by Kiyoaki Hirata in the journal The World 
(Sekai) 267 in 1968 and the book Socialism and Civil Society published in 1969 by 
Iwanami Publishing Company, as well as a large movement for such discussions before 
and after these publications, which create a stir in the Marxist conceptions of civil 
society in post-war Japan.
Reviewing the writing that formed a movement centred around this text, by 
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rereading the theory of possession, and particularly the focal point of a theory of 
‘currency’, that Hirata establishes within Marxist theory, it can be seen that he raised a 
new viewpoint of Japanese ‘socialism’ that ‘critically’ understands a fragment of the 
unintentional biases of the special Marxist civil society in post-war Japan. ‘To 
understand civil society within the singular nature of a capitalist society is to 
understand it within the world of Marxist jargon. … the civils are free and equal legal 
entities, the ordinary, specific humans within everyday-economic life’ (Hirata 1968: 
51). Also, ‘the individuality, individual labour, and private property of early modern 
civil society have begun to bloom for the first time in the socialist society of today’ 
(Hirata 1968: 59).
Hirata is saying the following. On should not look on the monied class in the 
age of industrial capitalism from the biased viewpoint of the post-war Japanese 
Marxism, but as a period of time in the process of the self-realization of a pioneering 
civil society permeated by an ethos of the various social relations described by Locke 
and Smith in the 17th and 18th century. And it will help us to obtain a total 
understanding of Marx’s original theory. Also, no matter how much industrial 
capitalism develops, it is not possible for a civil society to develop in Japan, which 
lacks an ethos as described by Locke and Smith, and the realization of a socialism as 
described by Marx is therefore not possible. Or more than being mere impossible, is 
meaningless to realize in the first place.
Looking back from the present, Hirata’s identifications self-consciously 
constructed a relationship between the Hegelian and Locke/Smith interpretations of 
post-war Japanese Marxist conception of civil society, and can be seen to have made 
small, reliable progress. However, at this time, in contrast to traditional Japanese 
socialism, the impact provided by this negative, and perhaps even hopeless, outlook 
was considerable. In response to Hirata’s ideas, in 1970, Yoshirō Takeuchi’s ‘What is 
“Capitalism” to Us—Regarding Kiyoaki Hirata’s “Civil Society and Socialism”‘ was 
published over three issues of the journal Thought (Shisō) (550, 551, 552, 1970). 
Following this, in the journal Modern Theory (Gendai no Riron) 7(11), in 1970, a 
special edition on ‘Civil Society and Marxism’ was compiled, and 6 articles were 
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published. Furthermore, in 1971 a Kantō Gakuin University bulletin Economic System 
(Keizai-kei) 86 published 24 articles in a huge special edition titled ‘Civil Society and 
Socialism’, and in 1973 the Modern Theory 10(1) once again compiled a special 
edition ‘Communities, Civil Society, and Socialism’ made up of 10 articles.
3.4 Gramsci
As can be seen in [Figure 2] and [Figure 4], since the 1980s appearances of 
‘Marx’, ‘Hegel’, ‘Smith’, and ‘socialism’ have all continued to decrease. At the same 
time, the appearance rate of ‘Gramsci’ has increased. In the 2010s, the appearance rate 
of ‘Gramsci’ finally eclipsed that of ‘Marx’.
According to Nobuaki Kurosawa (2004), the civil society of Antonio Gramsci 
is the concept of ‘areas and aspects’ that do not receive the direct control of public 
power and where ‘the hegemonies’ of ‘various dominating and dominated groups’ 
‘oppose and conflict’ (Kurosawa 2004: 53), in which comprehensive power structures 
such as state governments are established in relation to all of the various hegemonic 
relations that occur in such a civil society. This Gramscian conception of civil society 
refers to the entirety of asymmetrical human relations that occur in various areas in 
which the political authorities do not often directly intervene, such as managers and 
workers in a workplace, teachers and students in a school, the sender and receiver in 
the mass media, and a doctor and patient in a hospital. 
The Gramscian civil society shares the implication that political authorities are 
the ordering of heterogeneous human relationships with the Japanese Marxist 
conception of civil society. Furthermore, it is a quite natural-historical and social 
scientific concept that is unencumbered by specific historical and cultural premises, 
and insofar as the concept of social improvement that derives from it is not necessarily 
the same as the overall and singular downfall of the framework of national institutions, 
Hirata’s criticism is not appropriate on its face. The Gramscian conception of civil 
society may be said to have inherited the Japanese Marxist conceptions of civil society, 
as well as the movements of Hirata and others before and after 1970, and to have 
shown the possible forms of discussions of civil society in Japan from the 1980s 
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onward.
3.5 The Existence and Non-Existence of Japanese Civil Society
In closing this chapter, I would like to compare its findings to those of Ōhata 
(2015).
According to Ōhata (2015), ‘in comparison to discussions related to Japanese 
civil society before the late 1990s that emphasized the non-existence, weakness, and 
deformity civil society in Japan, the assumption of discussions related … to civil 
society in Japan from the late 1990s onward was that “in (modern) Japan, something 
that may be called civil society exists”‘ (Ōhata 2015: 71). If the findings of this chapter 
are added to this, then the results are as follows. Up until the 1930s, which was the 
starting point for discussions of civil society in Japan, the Marxist conception of civil 
society, while referring to the existence in Japan of a civil society as a new middle 
class necessarily produced under industrial capitalism, also referred to the unscheduled 
but expected creation of a civil society that would prevent the reckless actions of 
political authorities and provide enlightened guidance to the Proletariat as a social 
class. The group that clearly and theoretically proposed the non-existence of a civil 
society in Japan was the movement for critically rereading Marx before and after 1970. 
From the 1980s onward, Gramscian conception of civil society proposed the existence 
of civil society as the various systems that mediate between the social whole and the 
individual actors.
4. The Features of the Periods Before the Dramatic Increase 
Here, I shall perform an analysis focused on phrases that frequently appear in a 
manner characteristic of each period before the dramatic increase in the discussion of 
civil society in Japan.
4.1 ‘India’ and ‘Eating’ in the 1950s
From the 1930s to the 1950s, ‘spirit’, ‘class’, ‘migration’, ‘newspaper’, 
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‘phenomenon’, ‘India’, and ‘eating ‘ appeared particularly frequently.
The 6 occurrences of ‘class’ are certainly an indispensable element of the 
composition of the Marxist conceptions of civil society, so no further explanation is 
needed. The two references to ‘newspaper’ are to the Rhein newspaper, for which 
Marx served as an editor when he was young. The two references to ‘migration’ also 
co-occur in the same article.
The appearances of ‘India’ are two occurrences from 1957 in articles by 
Hajime Nakamura in the journal Spirit (Kokoro) 10(2) and 10(3) titled ‘Problems with 
Civil Society in India’. In these two papers, Nakamura discusses the ‘lack of 
development of civil society in India’ (Nakamura 1957a: 70-71) as a whole. According 
to Nakamura, around the 3rd century BC ‘gahapati’ appeared as the designation of a 
single identity which can be ‘recognized as the independent class that eventually 
became commercial capitalists (the bourgeoisie of the time!)’ (Nakamura 1957a:73), 
within which ‘there were also those engaged in industrial production’ (Nakamura 
1957a 73) and which ‘were not actively resistant to the power of the monarchy’ 
(Nakamura 1957a:74).
Nakamura’s discourse can be understood as depending on the Marxist 
conceptions of civil society. Here, the fact that the civil society that Nakamura says 
existed in India is the Hegelian-realist interpretation, and undeveloped means that it 
does not hold the ethos of the various social relations characteristic of the idealistic 
interpretation based on Locke and Smith.
The appearance of ‘eating’ occurs in the three articles that Sadako Kodama 
published in the 235, 237, and 239 issues of the Showa Women’s University bulletin 
Quadrangle (Gakuen) titled ‘Eating Customs of English Civil Society (in the First Half 
of the 19th Century)’. This serialization refers to civil society as ‘archetypically, the 30 
years of the 19th century in which a society oriented towards citizens was fully 
established’, in particular what citizens celebrated ‘ecstatically’ (Kodama 1959a: 62) 
was the point in time when ‘the restricted elections disadvantageous to the citizenry, in 
which suffrage had previously only been extended to land owners, was finally enlarged 
to include any person with an annual income of more than 50 pounds’. This civil 
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society became ‘the basis’ of ‘the development of early modern industry’ (Kodama 
1959b: 62) which at first ‘imitated, inherited, and digested royal society, until finally 
creating its own culture unique to the citizenry’ (Kodama 1959a: 4). ‘The sweet home 
filled with laughter, that is usual today, which involves playing together with children 
and sitting together as a family’ (Kodama 1960: 56) can be perceived as part of the 
contents of this unique culture.
Civil society in Kodama’s discourse clearly depends on the idealistic 
interpretation of Marxist civil society. However, the fact that it is not merely an 
analysis of the various political and economic relations of the various classes, but 
rather focuses on culinary culture as established within such relations may be said to 
foreshadow the later Gramscian conceptual developments.
Both of the two occurrences of ‘phenomenon’ appear in the phrase ‘laws of the 
phenomenon of crime in civil society’, but I have not been able to conduct any analysis 
beyond this point. Most of the appearances of ‘spirit’ are in a series from the second 
half of the 1940s that collects papers from many authors, and its only direct co-
occurrence with ‘civil society’ is in the title of the 4th chapter of the 3rd revised edition 
(1952) of Ōtsuka Hisao’s book Religious Reform and Modern Society, the title of 
which is ‘Capitalism and Civil Society—Social Origins and Spiritual-Historical 
Character’.
4.2 The ‘Mass Society’ of the Late 1960s 
Two occurrences of ‘mass society’, which appears with particular frequency in 
the late 1960s, are in Kei-ichi Sakuta’s 1966 ‘Civil Society and Mass Society’, 
published in Thought (507) and Masamichi Rōyama’s 1967 ‘From a Mass Society to a 
Civil Society’ published in Liberty (Jiyū) (9.4). Both of these discourses refer to the 
situation of the labour class under industrial capitalism in the second half of the 20th 
century, which had exceeded Marx’s assumptions in becoming economically 
prosperous, obtaining political rights, and being emotionally connected through mass 
media, as ‘mass society’, and set out to seek the form of a desired society to be realised 
in the future.
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Sakuta (1966) introduces the theory of mass society of several American 
sociologists of the time, Charles Wright Mills, David Riesman, and William 
Kornhauser, and discusses the position of civil society in their discourse. What is 
interesting here is that the phrases ‘civil society’ and ‘bourgeois society’ do not seem to 
be used at all within the works of the three Americans that Sakuta chose to examine. 
Furthermore, near the beginning of this discourse, Sakuta clearly states that his 
discussion will not be dependent on Marxism. That is, at this time, a sociologist who 
was neither a Marxist nor researching English thoughts of the 17th and 18th centuries 
was introducing the most recent American theories, which did not use the term ‘civil 
society’, and able to uncover findings related to civil society therein. It seems that the 
Marxist conception of civil society and its two major interpretations had permeated the 
intellectual climate to such an extent that they were considered everyday knowledge.
Rōyama (1967) asserted that a healthy mass democracy could be realised in 
Japan through the establishment of a variety of systems aside from elections and mass 
media, to mediate between the ruling class and mass society or between society as a 
whole and the individual. It was unproductive to maintain the momentary control of 
the political will of mass society based on a single motive, as in the college conflicts 
and the campaign against the US-Japan Security Treaty. Instead, many ‘self-established 
and voluntary citizen organizations’ that were more sustainable organisations or 
systems would be formed in order to accomplish the people’s everyday discussion and 
assembly of political will regarding the shared interests of resident areas. Thus, the 
ruling class and mass society could be appropriately mediated through civil society.
Sakuta (1966) and Rōyama (1967) compared the real Japan of the time, which 
had turned into a mass society, to the Marxist conception of civil society. Rōyama, in 
addition, updated a Locke/Smithian idealistic interpretation of Marxist civil society, to 
include self-established and voluntary organisations that would appropriately mediate 
between the central authority and the mass of labourers. Rōyama took the position that 
such organisations could and should be cultivated and strengthened in Japan. This civil 
society did not assume that a class represented a monolithic and abstract mass, as was 
traditionally done, but rather came closer to the realism of 20th century sociology in 
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depicting a variety of intermediary organisations.
Regarding ‘individual’ (2 hits) and ‘why’ (3 hits), which appear with 
characteristic frequency in books during the 1960s, and ‘development’ which appears 
frequently in serial publications, I have been unable to derive any significant findings.
4.3  ‘Waste Treatment’ and ‘Pollution’ in the 1960s and 70s
From the 1960s to the 1970s, ‘pollution’, ‘mass society’, ‘waste treatment’ and 
‘Lockheed’ appeared particularly frequently in serial publications. During the same 
time period, ‘background’, ‘individual’, ‘why’, and ‘proposal’ were characteristic of 
appearing frequently in books.
The appearances of ‘pollution’ (7 occurrences) were in the title of a special 
edition of the journal Science Asahi (Kagaku Asahi) compiled in June 1969 under the 
title ‘Pollution and Civil Society’, as well as in the articles of this special issue.
In this special issue, the actual appearance of the phrase ‘civil society’ within 
the text of the articles was limited to the following sentence in the concluding part of 
Eiichi Isomura’s essay ‘From a Victim to a Right to Defence Mentality: The Changing 
Living Environment and the “Law of Inertia”‘. ‘The pollution problem itself has 
provided the opportunity to create a new citizenry and a new civil society in the space 
of the city, where up until now people understood themselves as residents but lacked 
an awareness of themselves as responsible citizens’ (Isomura 1969:43). Conventional 
pollution was thought of as local damage caused in specific areas, such as Ashio, 
Kamioka, and Minamata. The Japanese pollution problem in this period entered a new 
phase in which the side effects of the operation of giant groups of corporations that 
accompanied rapid economic growth caused indiscriminate and large-scale pollution in 
metropolitan areas across Japan. According to Isomura’s prediction, the residents of 
metropolitan areas all over the country, through an awareness of the need to defend 
their lifestyles formed and cultivated by the mass media, would assert their rights with 
respect to the central authorities and would demand (must demand) policies to 
counteract this pollution.
The civil society that Isomura assumes here is interesting in 3 respects. First, it 
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is not merely a parasite on industrial capitalism, as occurs in the Hegelian 
interpretation of Marxist civil society, but also a victim in some respects. Second, it is 
not an independent cultural layer as in Lockean interpretation, but rather has the 
marked properties of the object of group psychological manipulation. Third, Isomura 
depicted the Rōyama’s (1967) prediction –e.g., civil society as intermediary organizations— 
as a more concrete thing that is focused on the problem of pollution and is now being 
formed.
That is, essentially, Isomura (1969), as well as Sakuta (1966) and Rōyama 
(1967) of the same time period, take the Marxist conception of civil society as a 
departure point, and implicitly follow the same route as the idealism based on Locke/
Smith, adopting the realism of 20th century sociology to update Marxisim in general, 
and may be said to have caused the findings that connect to a later Gramscian 
conception of civil society.
‘Waste treatment’ occurs 4 times in the titles and articles of a special 1974 
edition of the journal Economic Criticism (Keizei Hyōron) titled ‘Waste Treatment—
The Key to Establishing Civil Society’, which was no doubt compiled to address the 
problems posed by Isomura (1969).
4.4 ‘Lockheed’ of the 1970s
The 6 occurrences of ‘Lockheed’ all appear in a special edition of the 1976 
journal Modern Gaze (Gendai no Me) 17(11), ‘Japanese Civil Society and the Roaring 
Song of Lockheed’. Of these, the phrase ‘civil society’ actually appears only in the 
dialogue between Kunio Maruyama and Momo Iida that adorns the beginning of the 
collection, titled ‘The Self-Destruction of a Japanese Civil Society’. However, the 
thoughts of this single critic are genuinely interesting as an actual example of the 
coexistence of pre-Hirata and post-Hirata conceptions of civil society.
In this dialogue article, while Maruyama asserts that ‘I do not understand the 
term ‘civil society’ itself very well, but I have doubts that Japan has ever had a civil 
society in the Western sense or that such a society may be produced here in the future’ 
(Maruyama & Iida 1976: 108), expressing an awareness of the essential impossibility 
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of a post-Hirata civil society in Japan. Conversely, it is also asserted that, according to 
a realistic interpretation of Marxist civil society, civil society is ‘a middle class that 
forms an overwhelming majority’, ‘small and medium sized business managers, 
salaried workers, and the intelligentsia’ who support ‘socialist and communist parties’ 
(Maruyama & Iida 1976:111). This ethos, according to Maruyama, is at best the notion 
that ‘we should adopt a slightly more advanced, rational, … and efficient … form of 
capitalism’ (Maruyama & Iida 1976:113).
From our perspective, the reason that the clearly contradictory concepts of pre 
and post-Hirata are able to coexist is due to the fact that, as Maruyama assets in this 
dialogue, no subject capable of ‘exposing the three major evils of … war crimes, 
treason, and financial influence exemplified by the Lockheed scandal’ (Maruyama & 
Iida 1976:113) exists, or that society is ‘apathetic’ (Maruyama & Iida 1976:111) 
towards the lack of will to create one. What was supposed to be such an entity was the 
Marxist civil society interpreted by idealism based on Locke/Smith, whose formation 
is expected, but this type of ideal is reluctantly false. This is because the self-
proclaimed citizenry of post-war Japan are not a free and equal group of individuals 
that are able to mutually cooperate in a voluntary manner, but rather a people who are, 
in the first place, guilty of the same crimes as the participants in the Lockheed scandal, 
who obtain wealth and stability through the growth of what is supposedly private 
industry but is actually none other than ‘Japan, Inc’.
This apathy does not mean simply that the ideological outlook of civil society 
is false, but that prospects for the Proletariat Revolution have already collapsed—
Maruyama originally emphasized these prospects (Maruyama & Iida 1976:111)—and 
as other plausible prospects do not exist, the situation is exceptionally severe. What is 
therefore predicted is the fixation of a Japanese ‘system of desire’ unconnected to any 
other ideologies. In Maruyama’s view, a Hegelian interpretation of Marxist civil 
society and a Hirata-esque civil society co-exist in within this apathetic closure.
Furthermore, as I will describe from 5.1 to 5.3, the dramatic increase in 
discussion of civil society in Japan in the 1990s occurs at the same time as the 
introduction of ‘non-profit’ organisations. The reason these ‘non-profit’ organisations 
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probably have properties that differ considerably from the Japanese ‘system of desire’ 
witnessed by Maruyama in the 1970s seems to be that they may function as real 
versions of the intermediary organisations that Rōyama and Isomura envisioned, that 
is, they may be able to avoid this ‘apathy’.
4.5 ‘Proposal’ From the Late 1970s to the Early 1980s
The unique appearance of ‘proposal’ in two books from this period are in the 
Industrial Education Committee of the Japan Productivity Centre’s Future Management 
Methods and Value Systems of Industrialists: Proposals and Survey Research: With a 
Focus on the Concept of a Corporate Civil Society (Japan Productivity Centre 1979) and 
the Minato Economic Development Council Third Study Group’s Challenge! 
Yokohama Merchant: Aiming to Contribute to a Creative Civil Society; Proposals for 
Encouraging Retail Trade in Yokohama (Yokohama City Economic Affairs Bureau 
1984). Both of these groups have a public character and use the term ‘civil society’ 
when proposing desirable forms of economic activity. As will be described in 5-4 and 
5-5, this can be understood as the precursor of the movement towards genuine 
corporate and market reform that occurs with the frequent appearance of the phrase 
‘governance’ in the late 1990s.
4.6 ‘Self-Government’ From the Late 1980s to the Early 1990s
The unusually frequent appearance of ‘self-government’ during this period is 
made up of 7 occurrences in books. Of these, 2 occurrences are to municipal 
governments as Japanese local public entities, 3 occurrences are references to non-
ideological models of citizen self-governance, and the remaining 2 occurrences are 
unfortunately uncategorizable based on a reading of the titles. In this period, the three 
post-war waves of the local self-governance movement (directly after the end of the 
war, the period of rapid economic growth, and the period of the growth of local 
autonomy) were ending, and a reorganisation or a new form of local self-governance 
that distanced itself from the previous 3 waves was being sought.
This reconsideration showed a fixed direction, and one clear example of its 
The Term ‘Shimin Shakai (Civil Society)’ in Japan94
connections to the later movement to discuss civil society is Yoshihito Honma’s book 
Thoughts on Urban Development: From a Civil Engineering Society to a Civil Society 
(Yūhikaku Sensho 1994). The politico-economic system in which the profits brought 
by rapid economic growth were redistributed locally under strong central leadership 
was increasingly becoming a thing of the past. This caused a movement that aimed to 
use the unique cultural resources of each region as a foundation, draw out the 
participation of residents, and form comparatively autonomous socio-economic 
spheres. This may be positioned as one plan to realise Rōyama and Isomura’s vision of 
civil society as an intermediary organisation in the actual, post-industrial world.
Following this, up until the present year of 2018, these kinds of experiments in 
regional awakening and urban development with resident participation occurred in 
many places all over Japan. What happened in such movements was called resident 
participation, but there were cases in which it was nothing but mobilisation. Also, as 
third-party critics rightly pointed out, regarding initiatives for local reform that 
followed this model, there were in fact cases that were nothing more than a pretext to 
receive subsidies from the central authorities.
5. The Dramatic Increase and the Subsequent Period
From the above we have already ascertained from 3 different angles that the 
nature of the discussion of civil society in Japan in the late 1990s held a fair degree of 
continuity with what came before it. First, the understanding of civil society as the 
realisation of the continuation of Marxist theory in Japan, accompanied by theories that 
awaited its formation on the basis of the idealistic interpretations of the Marx’s texts. 
This movement had taken place since the 1930s. Second, the social scientific, realistic 
understanding of civil society that occurred under Gramsci’s name in the 1980s, which 
was pre-empted by discussions of class culture in the 1950s and non-Marxist 
discussions of industrial pollution as well as discussions of mass society in the late 
1960s. Third, theories awaiting the formation of civil society which, while losing direct 
relations to the work of Locke and Smith, continued within traditional liberal 
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discussions based around social change and endured from the late 1980s into 
discussions of self-governance in the early 1990s.
5.1 The Late 1990s: ‘Aim At’, ‘Turn Toward’, ‘Pursue’ and ‘Create’
In books and serial publications in the 1990s, a total of 45 titles containing 
either ‘aim at’ or ‘turn towards’ (as well as other terms used in a similar manner such 
as ‘pursue’ and ‘create’) occur. Of these, 3 titles contain the meaning that ‘civil society 
does not exist at present but should or will be formed in the future’.
14 titles contain the meaning that ‘civil society already exists and a variation of 
it should or will be formed in the future’. Concrete examples of these kinds of 
variations include a ‘world civil society’, a ‘Japanese civil society’, a ‘free civil 
society’, a ‘decentralized civil society’, a ‘new civil society’, a ‘matured civil society’, 
a ‘participatory civil society’ and others.
This trend continued into and after the 2000s, as well. In books and serial 
publications in the 2000s, 281 titles including ‘aim at’, ‘turn towards’, ‘pursue’, or 
‘create’ exist. Of these, 12 titles include the meaning that ‘civil society does not exist at 
present but should or will be formed in the future’.
25 titles contain the meaning that ‘civil society already exists and a variation of 
it should or will be formed in the future’. The contents of these variations include a 
‘peaceful and easy to live in civil society’, a ‘common sense civil society’, a ‘new civil 
society’, a ‘new decentralised civil society’, a ‘creative civil society’, an ‘agricultural 
civil society’, a ‘consumer civil society’, a ‘global civil society’, a ‘mature civil 
society’, an ‘active civil society’, a ‘regional cycle civil society’, a ‘cooperative civil 
society’, a ‘civil society that crosses borders’, a ‘Kanagawa (prefecture) civil society’, 
a ‘civil society of abundance’, a ‘civil society grown through rich spirit and 
cooperation’, a ‘21st century civil society’, a ‘sustainable civil society’, and others.
In books and serial publications in the 2010s, 169 titles including ‘aim at’, 
‘turn towards’, ‘pursue’, or ‘create’ exist. Of these, 3 titles include the meaning that 
‘civil society does not exist at present but should or will be formed in the future’. 44 
titles contain the meaning that ‘civil society already exists and a variation of it should 
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or will be formed in the future’. The content of these variations tends to have been 
considerably refined in comparison to the 2000s and includes 28 occurrences of 
‘consumer civil society’, 3 occurrences of ‘new civil society’, and 2 occurrences of 
‘global civil society’, as well as 1 occurrence each of ‘Japanese civil society’, 
‘pluralistic civil society’, ‘civil society for the sake of authoritarianism’, and others.
From the 1990s onward, up until the 2010s, the idealised Smith/Lockean 
interpretation of the Marxist civil society, or the updated version of it per Rōyama 
(1967) and Isomura (1969), persisted even as references to it decreased. In comparison, 
expectations for the realisation of a vision of civil society per Rōyama (1967), Isomura 
(1969), and Honma (1994), as well as for the existence of intermediary systems that 
would function as a Gramscian civil society as well as qualitative changes to such 
systems and new roles they might play, had a significant peak in the 2000s. In the 
2010s, these variations became somewhat narrowed down into ‘consumer civil 
society’.
5.2 ‘Aum’ and ‘Bank’ in the 1990s 
Of the unusually frequent 18 appearances of ‘Aum’ in the 1990s, 15 occurred 
in the title of a special edition and the titles of articles within this collection, which was 
compiled in 1996 by Law Seminar (Hōgaku Seminar) (494) and titled ‘An Inspection 
of the Security of Civil Society and the Law’. If this is viewed as an extension of the 
arguments of Rōyama (1967), Isomura (1969), and Honma (1994), then the new-new 
religions (shinshinshūkyō) produced in this new environment of stable growth, 
consumerism, and regional decentralisation should have held the potential to play a 
part as voluntary citizens organisations that could intermediate the space between the 
whole and the individual. Instead, such a group had used a weapon of mass destruction 
to perform indiscriminate killing. This special edition organised the legal challenges 
that accompanied the case, which manifested over a variety of topics.
The 15 occurrences of ‘bank’ all appear in 1997, in a special edition compiled 
by the journal the Economist (75-31) titled ‘The Crimes of the Bank President—What 
Is the “Evil” of Banks for Civil Society?’. The main subject of this special edition itself 
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was the organised provisioning of huge sums to crime syndicates and corporate 
blackmailers that successive heads of the Dai-Ichi Kangyo bank had performed over 
many years. The subtitle, ‘What Is the “Evil” of Banks for Civil Society?’, expressed 
the reverse of this coin, in other words the exploitation and defamation of the assets of 
depositors.
Here civil society is not an intermediary organisation. A concept of an 
extremely abstract and expressionless middle class, like the prototype of the Locke/
Smithian interpretation of the Marxist civil society, is used as if it had been raised from 
the grave. However, beginning in this year, Japan was caught in a perilous position due 
to a world financial crisis and accompanied by the bankruptcies of Takushoku Bank, 
Yamaichi Securities, the Long-Term Credit Bank of Japan, and Nippon Credit Bank. 
As a result, taking a shrewd view, the choice of such apparently anachronistic phrasing 
can be said to skilfully apprehend in real time the wavering in the ultimate raison 
d’être of the modern state, namely the protection of its citizens’ private property.
5.3 ‘Non-Profit’ From the 1990s Onward
The unusually frequent appearance of ‘non-profit’ in the 1990s (28 
occurrences) reoccurred in the 2000s with 133 occurrences and in the 2010s with 51 
appearances. [Figure 5] shows the appearance rate of the main phrases that frequently 
co-occur with ‘non-profit’ in each time period. [Figure 5] can be understood as 
follows.
In the beginning of the 1990s, 
non-profit organisations appeared as 
‘new’ social systems that were 
associated with ‘companies’ and 
mediated the space between the 
whole of society and the individual. 
However, this newness had largely 
worn off by the 2010s. In the 2000s, 
interest shifted to the ‘pursuit’ of the 
new 28.6 new 33.1 public 19.6
company 17.9 Japan 23.3 role 19.6
NGO 14.3 potential 21.8 ew 19.6
prospect 14.3 seek 18.0 NGO 17.6
region 10.7 NGO 17.3 Japan 15.7
Volunteer 10.7 role 17.3 participate 11.8
issue 10.7 21st century 15.0 volunteer 11.8
21st century 10.7 issue 12.0 issue 11.8
now 10.7 public 10.5 region 9.8
law 10.7 social 8.3 movement 9.8
America 10.7 government 8.3 now 9.8
global 7.1 aim at 7.5 company 9.8
1990s 2000s 2010s
【Figure 5】Terms that Co-occurred with 
'Non-Profit'
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‘potential’ held by these organisations, and as the 2010s began this ‘potential’ had 
found a specific ‘role’ to play in the ‘public’.
In actually examining these titles, the cooccurrence of ‘non-profit’ and 
‘company’ in the 1990s is in the introduction of non-profit organisations as this ‘new’ 
type of group that stands beside companies but differs in nature from them. In the 
2000s, the distinction between the ‘roles’ of non-profit organisations and public 
institutions and for-profit companies was robustly debated, and in the 2010s it was 
discussed how to assess the activities non-profits performed in the execution of their 
specific ‘roles’. For the most part, ‘public’ was the name of university departments 
established during this time, but 1 occurrence in the title of a serial publication that 
seems to express the real position of intermediary systems in an Isomura/Rōyama/
Honma-esque civil society using a discussion of ‘The Three Aspects: “Governmental, 
Public, and Private”‘ does exist.
From the 1990s onward, ‘potential’ can be, much like ‘aim at’ and ‘turn 
towards’ referenced in 5-1, classified into uses with the meaning ‘civil society does not 
exist at present but should or will be formed in the future’ and uses with the meaning 
‘civil society already exists and a variation of it should or will be formed in the future’, 
and is used in largely the same way in both cases. However, entering the 2010s, 
variations on this role do not seem to get narrowed down. Aside from ‘consumer civil 
society’, ‘potential’ is also used in a range of vigorous discussions such as those 
pertaining to, for example, ‘regional brands’, ‘child abuse problems’, ‘permanent 
peace’, the ‘environment, cooperation, and culture’, ‘social business’, an ‘Asian human 
rights charter’, a ‘new left movement’, ‘civil religion’, and others.
5.4 ‘Global’ , ‘Governance’ , and ‘NGO’ in the 2000s
The unusually frequent appearance of ‘global’, ‘governance’, and ‘NGO’ was 
recorded in the 2000s, but the first appearance of these phrases was in the beginning of 
the 1990s. Extracting the book and serial publication titles in which any of these 3 
phrases appear, the total reaches 558 occurrences (11 in books and 54 in serial 
publications in the 1990s, 115 in books and 211 in serial publications in the 2000s, and 
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81 in books and 86 in serial publications 
in the 2010s). The share of the discussion 
of civil society in Japan from the 1990s 
o n w a r d  m a d e  u p  o f  ‘ g l o b a l ’ , 
‘ g o v e r n a n c e ’ ,  a n d  ‘ N G O ’ i s 
approximately 15.8%. This is still small 
compared to the share of ‘discussions 
related to the West’ during the same 
period at 23.1%. However, if we consider 
that this kind of discussion did not exist previously it is a very sharp increase.
 A clear correlation exists between these 3 phrases. ‘Governance’ is a phrase 
born to give a general term to the various relationships of control outside of national 
governments. It appeared in the beginning of the 1990s along with liberation of Eastern 
Europe, the end of the Cold War, the breakup of the Soviet Union, and the sudden 
increase in international trade. ‘Global’ is one of the areas of the various control 
relations that can be indicated by the phrase ‘governance’. ‘NGOs’ are various 
organisations that are not national governments, but that have some kind of interest in 
governance and that do not rely on their nationality. The various fields at the 
intersection of Rōyama (1967) and Isomura (1969) and a Gramscian civil society, 
where civil societies that exist as intermediary organisations are active, can be 
discussed as ‘global’, ‘governance’, and ‘NGO’.
[Figure 6] shows changes in the main indicated targets of this term 
‘governance’ from the 1990s to the 2010s. While most references are to the various 
‘global’ control relations that do not fall within the sovereignty of the state, references 
to various domestic units such as ‘city’, ‘region’, and references to non-governmental 
concepts like ‘market’, ‘company’, and ‘NPO’ are also present. ‘Asia’ is referenced as 
the various countries that are adjacent to ‘Japan’. The fact that the ‘UN’ is only 
referenced in relation to ‘governance’ in the 2000s may be rather unexpected.
Total 95-99 00-04 05-09 10-14 15-18
global 38 1 8 19 8 2
state 24 2 4 7 6 5
region 24 0 4 14 3 3
Japan 21 0 4 14 2 1
city 21 0 2 16 1 2
peripheral 17 0 2 12 3 0
market 16 0 1 11 3 1
company 13 1 1 9 2 0
NPO 12 0 3 7 2 0
Asia 12 0 0 10 1 1
UN 10 0 5 5 0 0
【Figure 6】Objects of 'Governance'
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5.5 ‘South and North Korea’ in the 2000s
The unusually frequent appearance of ‘South and North Korea’ is recorded in 
the 2000s, but this frequent appearance in fact begins in the 1990s. [Figure 7] shows a 
list of phrases that frequently co-occurred with ‘South and North Korea’ from the 
1990s onward. In the 1990s, ‘state’, ‘present day’, ‘internationalisation’, and others, in 
the 2000s, ‘government’, ‘research’, ‘change’, ‘groups’, and others, and in the 2010s, 
‘East Asia’ and others co-occurred in particular.
In the 1990s, 2 occurrences of ‘state’, ‘The South Korean State and Civil 
Society’ and ‘The State and Civil Society in South Korea’ feature extremely similar 
language. No significant trends are seen for ‘present day’ and ‘internationalisation’, 
but, in short, within the changing international relations that had begun with the end of 
the Cold War, there was significant interest in a neighbouring country that showed it 
was making real-time progress towards authentic democratisation and escaping the 
effects of the era of military rule.
In the 2000s, of the 20 occurrences of ‘government’, 12 were co-occurrences 
with ‘democracy’, 6 with ‘change’, and 4 with ‘political party’. This may reflect 
interest in the process of ‘change’ towards a relatively stable ‘democratic’ government’ 
of ‘political parties’ that occurred after South Korea rode out the currency crisis of 
1998 and under the powerful intervention of the IMF. The 9 occurrences of ‘group’ are 
references to non-profit and for-profit groups that developed along with this 
s0102s0002s0991
Asia 3 38 1.9 politics 28 42 2.0 Japan 35 56 1.7
Japan 2 25 0.8 Japan 27 40 1.2 Asia 21 34 1.7
East Asia 2 25 1.9 study 21 31 2.4 East Asia 18 29 2.2
state 2 25 2.5 democratisation 19 28 1.9 movement 14 23 1.4
contemporary 2 25 2.7 movement 17 25 1.5 China 12 19 1.7
internationalisation 2 25 2.8 Asia 15 22 1.2 political 11 18 0.9
state 13 19 2.0 internationalisation 10 16 1.8
contemporary 11 16 1.8 democratisation 9 15 1.0
issue 11 16 1.8 problem 9 15 1.6
world 10 15 1.8 law 8 13 1.7
change 10 15 2.1 centre 7 11 1.5
culture 9 13 2.0 history 7 11 1.5
group 9 13 2.2 contemporary 6 9.7 1.0
【Figure 7】Terms Co-occurred with 'Korea'
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‘democratisation’.
In the 2010s, the sudden increase in appearances of ‘East Asia’, as can be seen 
in [Figure 2], is a trend in the entire discussion of civil society in Japan (33 
occurrences). The 18 co-occurrences with ‘South and North Korea’ make up 54.5% of 
this. These 18 occurrences reflect the fact that many academic events and special 
editions of serial publications during this time were named ‘The East Asian 
[something]’.
To summarise, the interest in ‘South and North Korea’ in the discussion of civil 
society in Japan from the 1990s onward transformed from an interest in the lives of 
people in a neighbouring country during ‘change’ from a military government to a 
‘democracy’ into an interest in the trends towards various private ‘groups’ that acted as 
new intermediaries to connect the whole with the individual during this process, as 
well as the occurrence of this transformation within the frame of East Asia, which 
includes the Korean peninsula as well as Japan.
5.6 ‘China’ in the 2010s
The unusually frequent appearance of ‘China’ was recorded in the 2010s, but 
this frequent appearance in fact began in the 1990s. [Figure 8] shows a list of phrases 
that frequently co-occurred with ‘China’ from the 1990s onward. In the 1990s, 
‘formation’, ‘establishment’, and others, in the 2000s, ‘company’, ‘America’, ‘role’, 
and others, and in the 2010s, ‘system’, ‘thought’, and others co-occurred in particular.
The two occurrences of ‘formation’ and of ‘establishment’ in the 1990s both 
appeared from 1993 to 1994 in the journal Historical Review (Rekishi Hyōron) (522, 
527) in a special edition titled ‘Establishing the “Modern” and Social Formation’. 
These articles discuss various associational systems in Chinese cities in the 19th 
century.
Of the 5 occurrences of ‘company’ in the 2000s, two are on the subject of the 
relationship between companies and non-profit groups in China, and the others are on 
the subjects of ‘Japanese companies in China’, ‘the state and companies’ in China, and 
the ‘social governance of companies’ in China. 
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In the 2000s, the 5 occurrences of ‘America’ occurred in the following titles: 
‘Company Law in America, Europe, China, and Japan’, ‘Order in the Asia Pacific 
After the Pax Americana: Cultural Friction and Identity Politics Between Japan and 
China’, ‘The Chinese Region-World System/The US-Centric System/Japan’, 
‘Partnerships Between Companies and NPOs’, and ‘The US-China Relationship and 
Globalization’. These may be said to indicate a growing recognition of China as one of 
the poles of the world politico-economic order, along with the US and Europe. 
A breakdown of the 5 occurrences of ‘role’ in the 2000s shows 2 occurrences 
as ‘the role of civil society’ and 1 occurrence each as ‘the role of NPOs’, ‘the role of 
elements of knowledge’, and ‘the role of the state’. In the 2 occurrences of ‘the role of 
civil society’, civil society clearly refers to non-profit organisations, which may be 
considered to be part of the same trend discussed in 5-3.
A breakdown of the 8 occurrences of ‘system’ in the 2010s is 2 occurrences of 
‘legal system’, 2 occurrences of ‘belief system’ , and 1 occurrence each of ‘political 
system reform’, ‘a system of citizen society’, and ‘the systemization of human rights 
education in schools’. These may be said to indicate that a certain standard has been 
provided in relation to dealing with the various challenges produced by economic 
growth.
s0102s0002s0991
NGO 2 25 1.7 Asia 12 27 0.9 Asia 21 34 1.2
formation 2 25 3.0 Japan 11 25 1.3 Japan 19 31 1.7
establishment 2 25 3.0 Contemporary 7 16 1.9 relation 14 23 1.9
history 2 25 1.7 global 7 16 1.3 East Asia 11 18 1.3
Asia 2 25 0.9 market 6 14 1.5 state 9 15 1.6
economy 6 14 1.5 Korea 9 15 1.1
state 6 14 1.4 institution 8 13 2.0
relation 6 14 1.1 formation 8 13 1.8
Korea 6 14 1.0 history 8 13 0.9
company 5 11 3.0 potential 7 11 1.7
America 5 11 3.0 issue 7 11 1.5
transformation 5 11 2.6 democracy 7 11 1.1
role 5 11 2.3 tohught 6 9.8 2.4
viewpoint 5 11 2.3 unfold 6 9.8 1.8
issue 5 11 1.5 contemporary 6 9.8 1.1
East Asia 5 11 0.8 NGO 6 9.8 0.7
【Figure 8】Terms Co-ocurred with 'China'
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A breakdown of the 6 occurrences of ‘thought’ in the 2010s includes uses as 
‘The Thought That “We Have No Enemies”‘ , ‘Challenges in Thought in the 21st 
century’, ‘Thoughts on the Democratic Governments of the East’, ‘Thoughts on 
Oceanic Strategy and Multinational/Peripheral Diplomacy’, ‘A Theory of Chinese 
Civil Society Including a Diverse and Complex Ideological Background’, ‘The East 
Asian Peace and Article 9/Possibilities in the Non-Violent Thought of the Christian 
Church’. It seems that there are no commonalities, but if this breakdown is considered 
alongside the breakdown of ‘system’ from above, the uses seem to summarize the 
period from the beginning of Chinese economic reforms to the end of rapid economic 
growth and to indicate the arrival of an age in which policies that consider the 
prospects for the future are required.
5.7 ‘Initiative’ in the 2010s
‘Initiative’, which appears 61 times in the discussion of civil society as a 
whole, rather than referring to plans or prospects, has the implication of ‘something 
already being executed’. This phrase shows unusually frequent appearance in the 
discussion of civil society in the 2010s, and only 2 examples can be seen prior to the 
year 2000, 1 in a book (1992) and 1 in a serial publication (1998). The fact that the 
formation of variations on existing civil societies discussed in 5.1, the expansion of the 
role of ‘non-profit groups’ discussed in 5.3, and the non-state ‘governance’ discussed 
in 5.4 were already taking place become widely reported from the 2000s onward. A 
breakdown of the main subjects indicated by these ‘initiatives’ are 15 occurrences of 
anti-war or disarmament, 6 occurrences of human rights, child protection, or 
emergency humanitarian aid, 6 occurrences of adult education, 5 occurrences of 
support for the victims of natural disasters, 5 occurrences of company or employment 
ethics, and 3 occurrences of the global environment.
6. Conclusion
Ōhata (2015) categorised the discussion of the new civil society in Japan from 
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the late 1990s onwards as a) those who perceived it positively, b) those who perceived 
it critically, and c) those who championed the conquest of the negative properties of 
the traditional civil society of for-profit companies.
This categorisation can be appraised as highly subsuming if discussions of civil 
society from the late 1990s onward, unlike previous discussions, are seen based on the 
premise that ‘in any event, something that can be called civil society exists’ (Ōhata 
2015: 71). If a) is not true then b) must be, and if this cannot be subsumed then there 
remains c). However, as verified in Chapter 4, within the discussion prior to the 1990s, 
there was a theoretical tradition that perceived civil society as existing. And as 
identified in 5.1 and 5.2, even following the late 1990s, a theory that anticipated the 
formation of civil society endured.
Discourse that, like b), takes civil society as an object for criticism, does not 
consider civil society to be non-existent, while favourable discourses like in a) often 
treat civil society not in terms of actual circumstances but as something expressive of 
the author’s own expectations and attitudes. Remember, ever since Emil Durkheim 
identified the ‘sui-generis reality’ of society, efforts that regard the existence and 
nonexistence of society that becomes the object of discussion as naively 
distinguishable have ceased. Or possibly, in order to have a ‘sui-generis fictionality’ 
recognised as a ‘sui-generis reality’, the act of working to convince those who do not 
recognise this may be called the true nature of social research in general, which 
operates as a struggle concerning the correct rules for using language.
If so, the next challenge may be to detect traces of the struggles over attempts 
to change ‘sui-generis fictionality’ to ‘sui-generis reality’ in the formative aspects of 
the discussion of these various civil societies. 
Notes
1) Precisely speaking, books without international standard book numbers (or ISBNs)—such as 
research grant reports and self-published works, etc.—have been included. Furthermore, book and 
journal information from the ‘BOOK Database’ that accompanies WEBCAT Plus—a book and 
journal information database jointly constructed by the TOHAN Corp, Nippon Shuppan Hanbai, 
Inc., Books Kinokuniya, and Nichigai Associates, Inc.—has been used. However, it has not been 
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used for all books. There tend to be many books from the 1960s and 1970s without tables of 
contents or wrapping texts. Appearances in the titles of serial publication articles include 
appearances in the titles of special editions.
2) Counted on the basis of the total number of journals published in the Annual Report on Publishing 
(Annual Report on Publishing Editorial Department 1948-2010). Furthermore, for 1948, 49, and 51, 
the publication of the Annual Report on Publishing was suspended, so no data exists. The dotted 
lines in the graph have been connected for the sake of convenient comparison.
3) The fact that the lower limits of the appearance of phrases for each period in [Figure 2] are disparate 
is because phrases with the same rank exist in each period.
 [Figure 2] was produced through the following process. First, each period was intentionally made to 
overlap the periods that come before and after it. This was in order to properly capture the events 
that occurred between one period and the subsequent period. The number of appearances in the 
figure indicates the number of books or serial publications that the relevant phrase appeared in 
during the relevant period. The frequency is the number of appearances divided by the total number 
of books or serial publications from the relevant period and multiplied by 100.
 The frequency of a certain phrase overall is not simply the number of appearances of the phrase 
divided by the total number of books or serial publications, but is rather obtained by adding the 
frequency of the relevant phrase during each period and dividing by 15. This measure is taken to 
suppress the effects of frequency of appearance during any specific period.
 Unusualness is the value obtained by dividing the frequency of the relevant phrase during the 
relevant period by the frequency of the relevant phrase during all book or serial publication periods.
 For example, in the case of ‘Marx’, it appears 9 times in serial publications from 1960 to 1969. The 
frequency is 9 divided by 54 multiplied by 100, or 16.66, and after rounding to the first decimal 
place ‘16.7’ is obtained. The frequency of ‘Marx’ in books overall is the sum of its frequency from 
each period divided by 15, or ‘5.46’. Unusualness is 16.66 divided by 5.46, or 3.05, which rounded 
to the first decimal place and becomes ‘3.1’.
4) I would like to assert that no misunderstandings have occurred, but in cases of reading master works 
and their various interpretations and discussing ‘the history of ideas’, even through traditional 
means, it is an illusion to think that no selection problems will occur on the part of the analyst. 
Traditional methods only prevent this problem from manifesting itself. Instead, ‘the history of ideas’ 
is, as Takeshi Ishida & Kang Sang-Jung (1997) identify, an inexhaustible storehouse of examples.
5) In The Wealth of Nations ‘civilized society’ appears 13 times (Smith [1776]1986:vol.1, 17, 97, 314, 
459; vol.2, 278, 297, 316, 317, 367, 367, 369, 373, 381), but this ‘civilized’ is in contrast to 
‘barbarous’ and refers to that which is refined and intellectual.
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The semantic history of the term Shimin Shakai (Civil Society) is one of the 
most important keys to understand modern Japanese social thoughts in general. This 
paper clarifies the process of the metamorphoses of Civil Society, by using text-mining 
techniques. Text-mining is a general name for the statistical analyses of natural 
language texts. In this paper I measure occurrence frequency and co-occurrence 
frequency of the term ‘Civil Society’ in Japanese book titles and periodical article 
titles, decade by decade. 
First of all, from 1930s to 1950s, Civil Society was strongly associated with 
‘Marx’, ‘Hegel’, ‘Locke’, and ‘Smith’ in the publication titles. This suggests that the 
earliest Japanese conception of Civil Society was predominantly affected by a Marxist 
view of bürgerliche Gesellschaft. That is to say, on the one hand, Japanese socialists 
understood Civil Society as equivalent to ‘system of greed’ to which the modern 
industrial capitalism necessarily gives rise. According to them, Civil Society should be 
surmounted by labor class revolution. On the other hand, liberalists found the ethos of 
Civil Society in the writings of John Locke and Adam Smith, claimed that Japanese 
should realize the voluntary association of the people who is free and equal. 
In 1960s, ‘Taishu Shakai (Mass society)’ co-appeared with Civil Society 
frequently. This indicates that the liberalists found the Japanese society as affluent, 
politicized, and electronically mediated mass of people. Masamichi ROYAMA, and 
Eiichi ISOMURA among others argued Japanese Civil Society should be modified as 
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voluntary civic organizations who mediate the mass and the ruling elites. 
From late 1960s to early 70s, ‘Kiyoaki HIRATA’ co-appeared with Civil 
Society frequently. HIRATA was one of the non-traditional Marxists who understood 
Marx’s vision of proletariat revolution as it must be the self-realization of the modern 
Western liberal democratic ethos. And many Japanese intellectuals found that it is 
meaningless to plot socialist revolution in Japan anymore. 
From late 1970s, the co-appearance of ‘Gramsci’ with Civil Society grew. 
Antonio Gramsci was of course a socialist, but his conception of ‘società civile (civil 
society)’ was quite similar to the 1960s Japanese liberalist’s, i.e., the mediating 
institutions that are not identical both with the ruling elites and mass. 
From 1990s until 2010s, Civil Society has been well adapted to the volatile 
situation of Globalization, and working as a major conceptual tool to monitor our 
social world. Why is it? The Japanese cultivated their conceptions of Civil Society to 
meet their own needs. It is a theoretical amalgam of neo-Gramscian and liberalist 
traditions, but it became their own blood and flesh through their historical experiences. 
